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monies the marriage procession proper sets forth, consisting of men only. Before the boy starts his mother places her breast in his mouth; the maid-servants stand before him with vessels of water, and he puts a pice in each. During the journey songs are sung, of which the following is a specimen :
The linseed and gram are in flower in Chait.1
O ! the boy bridegroom is going to another, country ;
O Mother ! how may he go to another country ?
Make payment before he enters another country ;
O Mother ! how may he cross the border of another country ?
Make payment before he crosses the border of another country ;
O Mother! how may he touch another's bower ?
Make payment before he touches another's bower ;
O Mother! how shall he bathe with strange water ?
Make payment before he bathes with strange water;
O Mother! how may he eat another's banwat ? 2
Make payment before he eats another's bawwat;
O Mother ! how shall he many another woman ?
He shall wed her holding the little finger of her left hand.
The bridegroom's party are always driven to the wedding in bullock-carts, and when they approach the bride's village her people also come to meet them in carts. All the party then turn and race to the village, and the winner obtains much distinction. The cartmen afterwards go to the bridegroom's father and he has to make them a present of from one to forty rupees. On arriving at the village the bridegroom is carried to Devi's shrine in a man's arms, while four other men hold a canopy over him, and from there to the marriage-shed. He touches a bamboo of this, and a man seated on the top pours turmeric and water over his head. Five men of the groom's party go to the bride's house carrying salt, and here their feet are washed and the tlka or mark of anointing is made on their foreheads. Afterwards they carry rice in the same manner and with this is the wedding-rice, coloured yellow with turmeric and known as the Lagun-gath. Before sunset the bridegroom goes to the bride's house for the wedding. Two baskets are hung before Dulha Deo's shrine inside the house, and the couple are seated in these with a cloth between them. The ends of their clothes are knotted,
1 March.                                  2 Rice boiled with milk and sugar.